Executive Summary
Vision
The Fens was England’s largest wetland. Now less than one per cent of
the original wetland habitat remains. The Fens for the Future vision is to
see sustainable wetlands restored, re-created and reconnected for the
benefit of people, our natural and historic heritage and the rural
economy.
Sustainable wetlands will help reduce storm effects, make available
clean water and retain peatland soils so helping reduce the effects of
climate change. At the same time they will offer a haven for wildlife,
protect our historic heritage and provide exciting areas for people to
visit.
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Background, Biodiversity and Integrated Approach
Large scale wet fenland creation has been a key issue since the 1990s
and has already led to a number of ambitious habitat restoration
projects such as The Great Fen, the Wicken Fen Vision and the
Lakenheath project.
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This plan complements existing work and provides an overarching
framework that translates government policy into action on the ground.
In particular it demonstrates the importance of adopting a landscapescale approach to nature conservation and demonstrates how such an
approach can deliver a number of ecosystem services.
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For example, the restoration of 20,000 ha of wetland by 2062 will be
enough to meet the commitments that have been made in the
Biodiversity Action Plans (BAPs) of all four Fenland counties.
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They will sit alongside and complement modern farming practices,
with the Fens remaining nationally important for food production and
security. Wildlife in the farmed landscape will increase significantly
through wider take up of environmentally-friendly farming practices.
Overall the diversity of the local economy will widen and opportunities
for employment in local communities will be created.

The Need For Change: Analysis and Way Forward
Only eight major wetland sites extending to 4,792 ha remain in the
Fens. Although action is being taken to reverse this decline and
some of the fen habitats are still remarkably diverse (Wicken Fen
has 8,459 recorded species) these habitats remain vulnerable and
are still losing species. Urgent measures are needed to address
this situation.
The recent national policy documents relating to biodiversity such as the
Lawton Report, Making Space for Nature: A review of England’s Wildlife
Sites and Ecological Network provide the strategic steer for this plan’s
approach. Lawton sets out the actions needed to enhance the resilience
and coherence of England’s ecological network in one phrase: more,
bigger, better and joined. Biodiversity 2020: A Strategy for England’s
Wildlife and Ecosystem Services aims to halt overall biodiversity loss,
support healthy well-functioning ecosystems and establish coherent
ecological networks, with more and better places for nature for the
benefit of wildlife and people.
The need for urgent biodiversity action is only part of the picture.
Other ecosystem services such as the increase of carbon loss from
peat wastage, water quality and availability are issues that have both
medium and long term implications for local communities.

The high quality peat soils of the Fens grow one third of England’s
vegetables, bulbs and flowers. providing seven per cent of Fenland
employment (17,500 people) and generating £1.7 billion/year. However
these soils are being eroded through drainage and cultivation at a rate
of 2 cm a year, releasing CO2 into the atmosphere. Wetlands can slow,
stop and eventually reverse this loss, reducing CO2 emissions and
contributing to future food security.
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Recreation and tourism are major sectors of Fenland’s economy. In 2010
they supported over 18,000 jobs with a value of almost £1.9 billion in
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough alone. There is huge potential to
boost this, through the creation of an enhanced ecological network
providing not only habitat for wildlife but also recreation, tourism, leisure
and an improved quality of life for visitors and local communities alike.
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The Fens have a distinct landscape character. Re-wetting areas will
maintain and enhance this character and also preserve its
archaeological and geological history. This history can tell us a great
deal about how the environment of the fens has changed in the past,
how people have responded and what this might mean for us in the
future.

Find out more about Fens for the Future at
www.fensforthefuture.org.uk
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Mission Statement

This map presents a proposal for the creation and enhancement of an ecological network for Fenland

The Fens for the Future Partnership aims to make the
Fens one of the main UK landscape-scale wetland
complexes by 2020, within a matrix of sustainable
agriculture.
1. Key wetland sites, such as Wicken, Woodwalton and Holme Fen, remnants of the original Fen, together with
the great Washlands, will form the Core Areas of our Vision for Fenland.
2. In addition to the existing Core Areas, extensions at Baston Fen, Great Fen and the Wicken Vision, as well
as new areas such as Lakenheath Fen, Needingworth and the Wissey Wetland will be developed to provide
sufficient areas of wetland habitats to improve sustainability. Increasing capacity in Lincolnshire will be a focus
as it has such a small area of Fenland at present.
3. We will increase connectivity by enhancing the main rivers, waterways and riverside habitats to create a
web of habitats that help species disperse and increase resilience. The Fens Waterways Link project and the
Water Framework Directive offer exciting ways to help achieve this aim.
4. We will further increase the network of habitats by enhancing water courses, ditches and the wider
countryside helping species disperse. Farmers are already joining agri-environment schemes providing habitat
for farmland wildlife and helping farmland birds, while enhancing the wider environment through resource
protection, aided by targeted conservation advice from key partners.
5. We will draw on the expertise of academic partners to continue research into the role of different types of
connections and buffers in enabling species dispersal and increasing resilience as the climate changes.
6. We will work with farmers, Drainage Boards, local communities, developers, mineral companies, academics,
Local Authorities and relevant organisations to understand and establish multifunctional wetlands that support
biodiversity, maintain our historic heritage, reduce flood risk and improve water resource availability.
7. We will work to promote climate change adaptation both through our strategy to create a coherent and
resilient ecological network in Fenland and by our encouragement of environmentally friendly farming and the
delivery of Water Framework Directive measures for Fenland waterbodies.
8. We will encourage and enable people to enjoy the natural and cultural heritage of the Fens sustainably. This
will promote the Fens as a unique landscape to both live in and visit.
9. The Fens for the Future Partnership, together with the Fens Waterways Link Project, will work to increase
and diversify the Fenland economy through the recreation and tourism sectors.
10. We will raise the profile of the Fens for the Future Partnership to obtain wider
recognition for its work. We will work to encourage greater inward investment to
Fenland.
11. We will monitor and evaluate the implementation of our Strategy to ensure
that it is meeting its aims and objectives and
is proceeding in an effective manner that
meets the requirements of the
Partners.

Partnership working is
the best way to achieve
the Fens for the Future
Vision and its eleven aims
and associated
objectives. It is critical
that the Partnership
quickly embeds the
appropriate governance
for Fens for the Future,
develops effective means
of communication and
employs staff to progress
this strategy with
stakeholders. Sources of
possible funding to
achieve the Projects
vision are identified.

The network is based on the structure recommended in the Natural Environment
White Paper The Natural Choice: securing the value of nature, published in June
2011. The proposed network comprises core areas, corridors, stepping stones,
restoration areas, buffer zones and sustainable use areas. Full descriptions of each
of these are provided in the accompanying report A Strategic Plan for Fenland : A
Proposal for an Enhanced Ecological Network.
Core Areas
Areas of high nature conservation value which form the heart of the network.
They contain habitats that are rare or important because of the wildlife they support or
the ecosystem services they provide.
Proposed Priority Landscape Corridor
Proposed Landscape Corridors
Proposed Secondary Corridors
Landscape Corridors and Secondary Corridors improve the connectivity between core
areas, enabling species to move between them to feed, disperse, migrate or
reproduce. As it is largely a wetland system the proposed Landscape Corridors
comprise the main rivers and main drains, but Secondary Corridors are also identified
to provide useful additional connectivity.
Stepping Stones (to be identified)
Connectivity need not come from linear, continuous habitats; a number of
small sites may act as Stepping Stones across which certain species are able to
move between Core Areas. It is envisaged that smaller, currently isolated, SSSI and
Local Wildlife Sites will be the foundation for the development of Stepping Stones.
Restoration Areas
Areas where measures are already underway to restore or create new high
value habitats and species populations, and where ecological functions are
enhanced.They are often located as extensions to existing Core Areas.
Buffer Zones (to be identified)
Areas surrounding Core Areas, Restoration Areas, Stepping Stones and
Corridors, that protect them from adverse impacts from the wider environment.
Sustainable Use Areas
Areas within the wider landscape where the focus is on the sustainable use of
natural resources and appropriate economic activities, together with the maintenance
of ecosystem services. Set up appropriately, they will help to ‘soften the matrix’
outside the Proposed Ecological Network and make it more permeable and less
hostile to wildlife, including self- sustaining populations of species that are dependent
upon, or at least tolerant of, certain forms of agriculture.
Target Areas (some habitat restoration underway)
Target Areas (no current habitat restoration activity)
Areas identified by partners, for habitat creation and restoration. Habitat
restoration projects are already taking place in some of the Target Areas, but in others
restoration work is yet to get underway.
Plan Boundary
SSSI
Local Wildlife Sites
Fen Waterways Link
Nene Valley Nature Improvement Area
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Note: the proposed Enhanced
Ecological Network is based
on existing ecological
important sites and features, in
particular SSSI and the main
rivers and drains. Local Wildlife
Sites will also be important
components of an enhanced
network by providing the focus
for the development of
Stepping Stones. Although
many of these sites and
features are visible on the map,
many more, including some of
the most extensive, are
obscured are by the
components of the ecological
network e.g. although Ouse
Washes is an SSSI, but
appears as a Core Area on the
map. Similarly, many of the
main rivers and drains are
hidden under the Corridors.

